VILLAGE OF

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, May 21, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
Held in Council Chambers at #6-3 Avenue W, Empress, AB

PRESENT:  Council:

Administration:

Mayor Dawna Martin
Deputy Mayor Kelly Burgess
Councillor Clint Steinley

Jerry Gautreau, Chief Administrative Officer
Carrie Loose, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer

Delegations: 1 (Sent regrets)
Public at Large: 6
MOTION #

1. | CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Martin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. | AGENDA
067-2025 MOVED by Mayor Martin that the April 16th, 2025 Regular Meeting
Agenda be adopted, with amendments.
CARRIED
3. | MINUTES
068-2025 MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the April 16th, 2025 Regular

Council Meeting Minutes be approved as presented.
CARRIED

4. | DELEGATIONS

The RCMP representative was unavailable, however, the reports will
be posted.

5. | REPORTS

069-2025

Mayor Martin reported on the following:
e AB Municipalities meeting re Bill 50
Deputy Mayor Burgess reported on the following:
e Big Country Medical/Dental Board
e Library Board
e Acadia Foundation
e Recruitment and Housing for BCMDB
Councillor Steinley reported on the following:
e Health Foundation

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the Committee and Council reports, as
verbally presented, be accepted for information.
CARRIED
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070-2025 MOVED by Mayor Martin that the financial report, as presented in
writing, be accepted for information.
CARRIED
071-2025 MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the public works report, as
presented in writing, be accepted for information.
CARRIED
072-2025 MOVED by Councillor Steinley that the Chief Administrative Officer
report, as presented, in writing and verbally, by Chief Administrative
Officer, Jerry Gautreau, be accepted for information.
CARRIED
INFORMATION AND
CORRESPONDANCE
073-2025 MOVED by Mayor Martin that the following information and
correspondence items be accepted for information:
a) ATCO Franchise Fee 2025
b) 2024 Assessment and Groundwater Monitoring Report
c) Bruce Johnson cemetery cleanup
d) RM Deer Forks road maintenance - They will do all maintenance on
2d Street E from now on.
CARRIED
074-2025

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the cemetery cleanup will be allowed to
proceed by volunteers under the direction of Bruce Johnson.

CARRIED

OLD BUSINESS

Letters from Safety Codes regarding fuel tanks in the village have
largely been ignored. Suppliers have been instructed to not deliver to
any single-walled tanks.

A crossing agreement has been finalized with ATCO, requiring the
tank location to move 20 m. New tank arrives at the end of the
month. Anticipate 2 weeks to fill.

NEW BUSINESS

DEBTS O/S BYLAW
075-2025

Financial Audit Report — item removed from agenda.

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the Debts Outstanding Bylaw 2025-06
be given first reading.
CARRIED
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076-2025

077-2025

078-2025

079-2025

OLD HOSPITAL
ADVISORY
COMMITTEE BYLAW
080-2025

CEMETERY
COMMITTEE BYLAW
081-2025

TAX RELIEF
082-2025

TAX ARREARS
AUCTION 2025
083-2025

MOVED by Councillor Steinley that the Debts Outstanding Bylaw
2025-06 be given second reading.

CARRIED
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that Council gives unanimous
consent for 3™ reading of the Debts Outstanding Bylaw 2025-06.

CARRIED (unanimous)

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the Debts Outstanding Bylaw
2025-06 be given final reading and to repeal Bylaw 2023-03.

CARRIED
Discussion regarding Water Services Bylaw 2016-2, the Sewer Bylaw
2016-7 and Waste Bylaw 2016-01.

MOVED by Mayor Martin to direct administration to rework the costing
to achieve a break even pricing scheme for review at the June
meeting.

CARRIED

Records Disposition — item removed from the agenda.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that Bylaw 2017-08 be rescinded.
CARRIED
MOVED by Mayor Martin that Bylaw 2014-13 be rescinded and placed
as an administrative policy.
CARRIED
Dust Control — item removed from the agenda.
MOVED by Mayor Dawna Martin that the request for tax relief be

denied.
CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Dawna Martin that the presented Terms and
Conditions of Sale for the 2025 Public Auction are hereby approved.

CARRIED
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084-2025

085-2025

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the reserve bids for the 2025
Public Auction:
for 218 15 Street W (plan 5043AV Block 11 Lots 39-40) be set at
$19,965
and
for 329 3 Street W (Plan 5043AV Block 30 Lots 19-23) be set at
$24900.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Dawna Martin that pursuant to 553(1)(f) MGA, the
addition of all tax recovery costs to the relevant rolls is hereby
approved.

CARRIED
9. | CLOSED SESSION
086(i)-2025 MOVED by Mayor Martin to move into closed session at 8:20 pm per
Section 16(1) for item (a), and per Section 17(1) for item (b).
CARRIED
LAGOON MOVED by Mayor Martin to direct Administration to work with the
086(ii)-2025 current landowner to purchase the lagoon property or alternately
negotiate a land swap; to enter into a contract with subdivision
services in SK as required; and to spend no more than approved
amount of $50,000 to finalize the transfer to the Village of Empress,
budget adjustment to come out of the Reserves account.
CARRIED
086(iii)-2025
MOVED by Mayor Martin to move into out of closed session at 9:31
pm. CARRIED
10. | NEXT MEETING The next meeting is scheduled for June 18th, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
11. | ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, Mayor Martin adjourned the meeting

at 9:35 p.m.

Dawna Martin, Mayor

Jerry Gautreau, Chief Administrative Officer
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