VILLAGE OF

AGENDA

Regular Council Meeting held in Council Chambers at #6, 3@ Ave. W, Empress, AB

On
Wednesday May 21, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.

Call to Order:

Adoption of Agenda: May 21, 2025, Regular Council Meeting Agenda

(approve agenda as is or with amendments)

Adoption of Minutes:

Delegations:

Reports:

a) April 16 2025, Regular Council Meeting

a)

b)

d)

(approve minutes as presented or with amendments)

RCMP and reports

Committee and Council Reports
i. Mayor Martin

ii. Deputy Mayor Burgess

iii. Councillor Steinley

(that the committee and Council reports, as verbally presented, be

accepted, for information)
Financial Report
I.  Cheque Listing
ii. Account Balance
iii. Revenue and Expense Report
(that the financial report be accepted for information.)
Public Work’s Report

(that the public works report be accepted for information.)

Chief Administrative Officer's Report

(that the CAO report be accepted for information.)

Page 1 of 7



VILLAGE OF

AGENDA
Regular Council Meeting held in Council Chambers at #6, 3@ Ave. W, Empress, AB
On
Wednesday May 21, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.

6. Information and Correspondence:
a) Atco Franchise fee 2025
b) 2024 report for our assessment and groundwater monitoring
program at and around the Empress highway yard.
c) Bruce Johnson Cemetery Cleanup
d) Deer Forks Road maintenance

(the information and correspondence be accepted for information.)

7. Old Business: a) Bylaw review matrix Action or task List
b) Fuel Tanks in town
C) Update on water tower

8. New Business: a) Financial Audit Report from MNP

Annual financial statements 276(1) Each municipality must prepare
annual financial statements of the municipality for the immediately
preceding year in accordance with (a) Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles for municipal governments, which are the
standards approved by the Public Sector Accounting Board
included in the CPA Canada Public Sector Accounting Handbook,
and (b) any modification of the principles or any supplementary
accounting standards or principles established by the Minister by
regulation.

281(1) The auditor for the municipality must report to the council on
the annual financial statements and financial information return of
the municipality. (2) The reports on the annual financial statements
and financial information return must be in accordance with (a)
Canadian generally accepted accounting principles for municipal
governments, which are the standards approved by the Public
Sector Accounting Board included in the CPA Canada Public Sector
Accounting Handbook, and RSA 2000 Section 283 MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENT ACT Chapter M-26 176 (b) any modifications of the
principles referred to in clause (a) or any supplementary principles
established by the Minister by regulation. (3) The auditor must
separately report to the council any improper or unauthorized
transaction or non-compliance with this or another enactment or a
bylaw that is noted during the course of an audit. (4) The council or
the Minister may require any further examination and report from
the auditor. RSA 2000 cM-26 s281;2014 cC-10.2 s181;2022 c16
s9(59)
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Option 1

Option 2

Option 1

Option 2

MNP will provide council with their findings of the audit, the auditor
will ask council if they would like to go in to closed session to discuss
anything that they may have concern with.

that the Audited financials be approved as presented.

(some other direction as provided by Council at meeting time.)

b) Debts outstanding Bylaw 2025-06

After a review of the old bylaw 2023-03 administration sees that
there needs to be an update within this bylaw there is 1 area of this
bylaw that administration is looking to have amended, it is as
follows. Number 4 If there is an outstanding balance on a property’s
utility account for more than 1 year then the municipal utilities to
the property shall be disconnected until payment is made in full or
a suitable arrangement is made with the municipality. All disconnect
and reconnect fees will apply.  The proposed change would read
If there were an outstanding balance on a property’s utility account
for more than 4 months then the municipal utilities to the property
shall be disconnected until payment is made in full or a suitable
arrangement is made with the municipality. All disconnect and
reconnect fees will apply. Administration feels that if these changes
are made we may have more people comply with paying these
invoices on a timely matter.

that the Debts outstanding Bylaw 2025-06 be given 1 reading
that the Debts outstanding Bylaw 2025-06 be given 2 reading
that the Debts outstanding Bylaw 2025-06 consent for 3rd reading
that the Debts outstanding Bylaw 2025-06 be given final reading
And repeal bylaw 2023-03

(some other direction as provided by Council at meeting time.)
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c) Water Services Bylaw 2020-07 Sewer Bylaw 2016-07 Waste Bylaw 2016-01

The water department expenses are $95,996.00 and a revenue of $69,441.00 now
this department does pick up most of all the labor for all 3 services, however as a
whole the village is still in a deficit each year. The Sewage side expenses were
$22,775.00, and the revenue was $12,874.00 once again you can see that this
department is also in a loss. The garbage side expenses are $24,041.00, and the
revenue is $25,749.00. This has a very small profit of $1708.00 however one must
take in to consideration that we pay the Big Country Waste and they receive the bulk
of this revenue. As you can see the overall figures for all 3 departments are still at a
loss of $34,748.00. Administration does have a proposed increase that is in your
package for consideration.

Option 1
Move the water from $60.00 per every 2 months to $70.00 every 2 months for the
base rate and move the water consumption rate from $1.55 m3 to $1.95 m3.

Move the sewage flat rate from $20.00 per every 2 months to $45.00 per every.

Move the garbage collection fee from $44.00 per every 2 months to $65.00 per
every 2 months.

Option 2
Direct administration with other options.

d) Records Disposition

Bylaw 2024-04 Record Retention and Disposition Bylaw, authorizes
administration to dispose of certain types of records after a period
of time, as determined in the Bylaw. As per the bylaw, all records
that are disposed of must be recorded on a list and the list brought
to Council for information. The list is then permanently kept with the
signed copy of the minutes. In your agenda package is a small list
of records that have been disposed of.

Option 1 (that the list of records that were disposed of on May 19 , 2025 be accepted
for information.)

Option 2 (some other direction as provided by Council at meeting time.)
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Option 1

Option 2

Option 1

Option 2

Option 1

Option 2

e) Old Hospital Advisory Committee

Bylaw 2017-08 Was established in 2017 to help guide council on
making suggestions on what to do with the hospitals, unfortunately
this committee is no longer needed, and administration is looking to
have council rescinded this bylaw.

(that bylaw 2017-08 be rescinded.

(some other direction as provided by Council at meeting time.)

f) Cemetery Committee

Bylaw 2014-13 Was established in 2014 to advise and assist council on
all matters with the cemetery. Unfortunately, this committee is not active
nor does it have any committee members administration is looking to for
guidance on this bylaw weather or not council would like to rescind this
bylaw and place it as a administrative policy.

(that bylaw 2014-13 be rescinded.
(some other direction as provided by Council at meeting time.)

g) Dust Control

The north road, a portion of Railway Avenue, is 591 m and the south
road, a portion of 61" Avenue, is 495 m for a total of 1086 m. These
roads are approximately 7 m wide, for a total area of approx. 7700 sq
m of surface.

The quote to spray your roads with calcium chloride will be

1100m X 7m X 2L/m2 = 15400 Liters $.036/liter
Total: $5544 plus taxes

(that council approve the dust control on the north end of railway avenue as
well on the south road a portion of 6 Ave for the cost of $5544.00 plus
taxes, administration is asking for a budget adjustment of $5544.00 plus
taxes to be paid from reserves.

(some other direction as provided by Council at meeting time.)
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g) Taxrelief

h) 2025 Tax Arrears Public Auction

There are two properties that are set to go to public auction in 2025
owing to tax arrears, 218 1 Street West (Plan 5043av block 11 lots
39-40) and 329 3 Street West. (plan 5043av block 30 lots 19-23)
The auction has been set for September 15, 2025, at 2 p.m.
Attached is a letter from Taxervice outlining some of the specifics,
as well as recommended Terms and Conditions for the Public
Auction. There are a number of motions that will be needed to be
made related to the matter.
e Council must approve the terms and conditions of the auction
e Council must set the reserve bid for the parcel. The reserve bid
is usually fair-market-value of the property. This is typically the
assessed value of the property. 218 1 street west is assessed at
$34,330. Therefore, it is recommended that Council set the
reserve bid at land-value ($5600) plus 50% of the improvement
value ($14365) for a total reserve bid of $19965. 329 Street West
is assessed at $36910 Therefore, it is recommended that
Council set the reserve bid at land-value ($12890) plus 50% of
the improvement value ($12010) for a total reserve bid of
$24900. Council is welcome to set a different reserve bid, at their
discretion, but it should not be higher than the assessed value.
e It is recommended that a motion be made to add tax-recovery
costs to the tax roll.

(that the presented Terms and Conditions of Sale for the 2025 Public
Auction are hereby approved.)

AND

(That the reserve bid for at the 2025 Public Auction for 218 1 Street West
(Plan 5043av block 11 lots 39-40) be set at $19965.00 and 329 3
Street West. (plan 5043av block 30 lots 19-23) be set at $24900.00)

AND

(that pursuant to 553(1)(f) M.G.A., the addition of all tax recovery costs to
the relevant rolls is hereby approved.)
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9. Closed Meeting Session:

a) Gravel Pit

Disclosure harmful to business interests of a third party

16(1) The head of a public body must refuse to disclose to an applicant
information.

b) Sewage Lagoon
Disclosure harmful to personal privacy 17(1) The head of a public
body must refuse to disclose personal information to an applicant if
the disclosure would be an unreasonable invasion of a third party’s
personal privacy.

10. Next meeting: June 18, 2025, at 6:30 p.m.

11. Adjournment:
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