VILLAGE OF

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, September 18, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.
Held in Council Chambers at #6-3 Avenue W, Empress, AB

PRESENT:  Council:

Administration:

Mayor Dawna Martin
Deputy Mayor Kelly Burgess
Councillor Clint Steinley

Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer (Via Zoom)
Carrie Loose, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer
Tamara Ravenwood, Office Assistant / Commissioner of
Oaths (Until 6:35 p.m.)

Absent:
Delegations: Jonathan Schwartz, Resident (6:32 p.m. until 6:38 p.m.)
Kelsey Martin, Aggregates Manager, Special Areas (6:40
p.m. until 7:07 p.m.)
Public at Large: 10
MOTION #

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Matrtin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Councillor Clint Steinley took the Oath of Office, administered by
Commissioner of Oaths, Tamara Ravenwood.

2. | AGENDA
191-2024 MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the September 18, 2024
Agenda be adopted as presented.
CARRIED
3. | MINUTES
192-2024 MOVED by Mayor Martin that August 21, 2024 Regular Council

Meeting Minutes be approved with the following amendments:
¢ Motion 179-2024, change “Deputy Mayor” to “Mayor”
¢ Change next meeting date to September 18, 2024.
CARRIED

4. DELEGATIONS
193-2024

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that information and discussion
with Jonathan Schwartz regarding his purchase offer and
development application be accepted for information.

CARRIED
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194-2024 MOVED by Councillor Steinley that the information and discussion
with Kelsey Martin, Aggregates Manager, Special Areas be accepted
for information and FURTHER that a potential gravel pit expansion
be put on the October Agenda.

CARRIED

REPORTS Mayor Martin reported on the following:

Palliser Economic Partnership Meeting
Mayor and Reeve’s Meeting
Deputy Mayor Burgess reported on the following:
Big County Medical Dental Board Meeting
Marigold Regional Library Board Meeting
Councillor Steinley had no meetings to report.

195-2024 MOVED by Mayor Martin that the Committee and Council reports, as
verbally presented, be accepted for information.

CARRIED

196-2024 MOVED by Mayor Martin that the financial report, as presented in
writing, be accepted for information.

CARRIED

197-2024 MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the public works report, as
presented in writing, be accepted for information and FURTHER that
campground upgrades be added to the October agenda.

CARRIED

198-2024 MOVED by Councillor Steinley that Bylaw 14-2020, being a Road
Closure Bylaw, be redone as per the direction of Alberta
Transportation and FURTHER that a surveyor be contracted to do a
plan of survey.

CARRIED

199-2024 MOVED by Mayor Martin that the Chief Administrative Officer report,
as presented, in writing and verbally, by Chief Administrative Officer,
Angela Duncan, be accepted for information.

CARRIED

INFORMATION AND

CORRESPONDANCE

200-2024 MOVED by Mayor Martin that the following information and

correspondence items be accepted for information:
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a) August 19, 2024 email from Alberta Municipalities regarding
2024 Resolutions.

b) August 21, 2024 letter from Economic Development and
Business Supports Assistant Deputy Minister, Sylvia ,
regarding changes to the northern and regional economic
development program.

c) August 9, 2024 letter from Municipal Affairs Minister Ric Mclver
regarding 2025 fire services training program grant.

d) August 24, 2024 Marigold Library System — Notes to Council.

CARRIED

OLD BUSINESS
201-2024

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the August 26, 2024 letter
from Municipal Affairs Minister Ric Mclver regarding the Empress
Gravel Pit accusations and inquiry be accepted for information and
further that the letter be posted to the Village of Empress website.

CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS
202-2024

203-2024

204-2024

205-2024

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the Memorandum of Agreement
between His Majesty in Right of Alberta (Alberta Government) and the
Village of Empress regarding the Canada Community Building Fund
be signed and its’ execution authorized

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the discussion and response
regarding Empress’ 2023 Municipal Indicators be accepted for
information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Steinley that a letter be sent to the Minister of
Transportation, Devin Dreeshen, requesting additional Alberta
Municipal Water and Wastewater Program (AMWWP) funding for the
Empress Water Reservoir Project as well as a change of scope and
further that Mayor Martin reach out to MLA Nate Horner to request a
letter of support.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the letter of support for the
Empress Friendship Center New Horizons for Seniors grant
application be ratified.

CARRIED
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206-2024

207-2024

208-2024

209-2024

210-2024

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the correspondence from David Fish
regarding proposed rezoning be accepted for information.
CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the correspondence from
Keith Brady regarding trailers on properties be accepted for
information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the email from Vivian Mosely regarding
the Land Use Bylaw rewrite be accepted for information and further
that all residents and stakeholders are encouraged to participate once
the Land Use Bylaw public engagement begins.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the correspondence from Wildwillow
Enterprises and CAO Angela Duncan regarding the non-renewal of
the CAO and Administration Contract be accepted for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the discussion regarding the
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) position be accepted for
information and further that administration update the CAO job
description and forward to Council for their review and comment.

CARRIED

CLOSED SESSION

211-2024

212-2024

The meeting recessed from 8:30 p.m. until 8:37 p.m.

MOVED by Mayor Martin, pursuant to section 197(2) of the Municipal
Government Act, that Council go into a closed meeting session at 8:37
p.m. to discuss the following: Purchase Offers and Administration
Contract — disclosure harmful to economic and other interests of a
public body, FOIPP Act Section 25
CARRIED

Present in Closed Session:

Mayor Martin

Deputy Mayor Burgess

Councillor Steinley

CAO Duncan

Assistant CAO Loose

MOVED by Mayor Martin that Council come out of closed session at
9:22 p.m.
CARRIED
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213-2024

214-2024

The meeting recessed from 9:22 until 9:23 p.m.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that administration negotiate the
purchase offer on the 1940’s hospital as discussed.
CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Steinley that the purchase offer of $4000 for
Plan 5043AV, Block 22, Lots 27-28 (218 3 Street West) be accepted.
FURTHER that a non-refundable payment in the full amount plus GST
and completion of purchase documents is required within 15 business
days of the purchaser being notified of the decision. FURTHER that
the purchase is AS IS, WHERE 1S, including all faults and limitations
and no access to the site will be allowed until closing. FURTHER,
payment will be accepted by Bank Draft or E-transfer only. Further,
the purchaser is responsible to pay the equivalent of pro-rated
municipal taxes for the 2024 taxation year FURTHER that any
potential share of water/sewer servicing costs to the property line will
be determined during the development approval process.

CARRIED

10.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is scheduled for October 16, 2024 immediately
following the organizational meeting.

11.

ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business, Mayor Martin adjourned the meeting
at 9:25 p.m.

Dawna Martin

Dawna Martin, Mayor

Augela Dancan

Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer
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