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PRESENT: Council:  (Deputy Mayor) Mayor Dawna Martin 
     (Councillor) Deputy Mayor Kelly Burgess 
 

Administration: Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer (Via Zoom) 
Carrie Loose, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer  

 
Absent:  Due to a resignation, one Council seat is vacant 

 

                    Tama  
    

Public at Large: 10 
 

 MOTION #  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Deputy Mayor Martin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and 
made a statement that the meeting is being recorded by the Village. 
 

   

2. AGENDA 
141-2024 
 
 
 

 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the July 17, 2024 Agenda be 
adopted with the following additions 

• 5.f) Public Works Report 

• 8.i) Purchase Offer 316 2nd Ave West (Plan 5043AV Block 31 
Lots 3-4) 

• 9.c) Key Messages. 
CARRIED 

 

    

3. MINUTES 
142-2024 
 
 
 

 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that June 19, 2024 Regular Council 
Meeting Minutes be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 

   

4. DELEGATIONS 
 

 

   

5. REPORTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deputy Mayor Martin had no meetings to report. 
 
Councillor Burgess reported on the following: 

Village of Empress Library Board Meeting 
2 Big County Medical Dental Board Meetings 
Clinic Build Meeting 
 

Delegations:  
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143-2024 
 
 
 
 
144-2024 
 
 
 
145-2024 
 
 
 
146-2024 
 
 
 
147-2024 
 
 
 
 
148-2024 
 
 
 
 

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the Committee and Council 
reports, as verbally presented, be accepted, for information. 
 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the financial report, as presented 
in writing, be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the development report, as 
presented in writing, be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the Oyen RCMP Quarterly 
Policing Report be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the Chief Administrative Officer 
report, as presented, in writing and verbally, by Chief Administrative 
Officer, Angela Duncan, be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the public works report, as 
presented in writing and verbally, be accepted for information. 
 

CARRIED 
 

   

6. INFORMATION AND 
CORRESPONDANCE 
149-2024 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the following information and 
correspondence items be accepted for information: 
 

a) June 19, 2024 letter from Don Hensel regarding mowing the 
Driving Range 

b) June 19, 2024 email from Alberta Municipalities President, 
Tyler Gandam, regarding the resignation of ABmunis CEO, 
Dan Rude 

c) Letter from Minister of Municipal Affairs, Ric McIver, regarding 
the Canada Community Building Fund (CCBF) 

d) June 14, 2024 letter from ATCO Electric regarding 2024 
Franchise Fee 

e) June 18, 2024 letter from Flagstaff FCSS regarding the 
Annual Spring Directors Network Conference 

f) June 19, 2024 email from Community Futures Meridian 
Region regarding postponement of their Annual General 
Meeting 
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g) June 20, 2024 email from Municipal Affairs Minister, Ric 
McIver, regarding the Alberta Community Partnership Grant 

h) July 12, 2024 email from Alberta Municipalities President, 
Tyler Gandam, regarding Member engagement on Bill 20 
Regulations. 

CARRIED 
 

   

7. OLD BUSINESS 
150-2024 
 
 
 
 
151-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
152-2024 
 
 
 
153-2024 

 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Bylaw 2024-04, being a Records 
Retention and Disposition Bylaw for the Village of Empress, be given 
second reading. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) Funding be allocated as follows: 

• $350 to the Empress Library 

• $350 to the Empress & District Arts, Culture, and Leisure 
Society 

• $3000 to the Oyen FCSS Program 

• $1471.62 to the Village of Empress Volunteer Christmas Party 
 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that a decision on the Fire Hall 
generator be deferred until the August Council meeting.  

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the quote from Company 1, for 
flushing, root-cutting, and videoing of the Sewer Collection System be 
approved, and its execution authorized. 

CARRIED 
 

   

8. NEW BUSINESS 
154-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that Council accept the resignation of 
Councillor (Mayor) Arlen Johnston, effective July 12. 

CARRIED 
 
Deputy Mayor Martin turned the Chair of the Meeting over to CAO 
Duncan. 
 
CAO Duncan called for nominations for the position of Mayor for the 
first time. Councillor Burgess nominated Councillor Martin. 
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155-2024 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
156-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
157-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
158-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAO Duncan called for nominations for the position of Mayor for a 
second time. 
 
CAO Duncan called for nominations for the position of Mayor for a 
third time.  
 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that nominations for the position of 
Mayor cease. 

CARRIED 
 
CAO Duncan declared Councillor Martin as Mayor and turned the 
Chair over to Mayor Martin. 
 
Mayor Martin declared Councillor Burgess as Deputy Mayor.  
 
MOVED by Mayor Martin that the by-election for one (1) Council 
position be held on October 8, 2024 at the Empress Bindloss 
Agridome, located at 311 2nd Street West. FURTHER, that nomination 
day for the by-election be established as September 10, 2024, from 
8:30 a.m. through 12 noon at the Village of Empress Administration 
Building, located at #6 3rd Avenue West, to be preceded by the 
statutory nomination period beginning on July 18, 2024, and 
FURTHER that notification of nomination day will be made via mailout. 
FURTHER, that Carrie Loose be appointed Returning Officer and 
Tamara Ravenwood be appointed Substitute Returning Officer for the 
by-election. 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the following committee 
appointments be approved: 

• Big Country Waste Management Committee – Mayor Martin 

• Palliser Economic Partnership – Mayor Martin 

• Red Deer River Watershed Alliance – vacant 

• Municipal Planning Commission – Mayor Martin and Deputy 
Mayor Burgess 

• Airport Advisory Committee (inactive) - vacant. 
CARRIED 

 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the License of Use Agreement 
with TELUS Communications for communications equipment on the 
Village of Empress Water Tower, located at SE 13-23-1 W4M, be 
approved as with the following amendment and its execution 
authorized: 

• Change the term of the agreement to one year. 
CARRIED 

 



 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, July 17, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB 

 

Page 5 of 6 

 

159-2024 
 
 
 
 
160-2024 
 
 
 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that Council and Administration 
are approved to attend the Alberta Municipalities 2024 Convention 
scheduled for September 25-27, 2024 in Red Deer. 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Mayor Martin that Councillor Expense Policy 11-01 be 
amended to remove Schedule “B” – Expense Claim Form. 

CARRIED 
 

   

9. CLOSED SESSION 
 
161-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
162-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
163-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting recessed from 8:01 until 8:11 p.m. 
 
MOVED by Mayor Martin, pursuant to section 197(2) of the Municipal 
Government Act, that Council go into a closed meeting session at 8:11 
p.m. to discuss the following:  

a) Agenda items 8.g. through 8.i – disclosure harmful to economic 
and other interests of a public body, FOIPP Act Section 25 

b) ATB Agreement – disclosure harmful to business interests of a 
third party, FOIPP Act Section 16 

c) Key Messages – advice from officials, FOIPP Act Section 24 
 

CARRIED 
Present in Closed Session: 

Mayor Martin 
Deputy Mayor Burgess 
CAO Duncan 
Assistant CAO Loose 

 
MOVED by Mayor Martin that Council come out of closed session at 
9:25 p.m. 

CARRIED 
 
The meeting recessed from 9:25 until 9:26 p.m. 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Burgess that the purchase offer of $6200 
will be accepted for the purchase of two parcels - Plan 5043AV, Block 
25, Lots 9-10 (529 2nd Street West) and Plan 5043AV, Block 25, Lot 8 
(525 2nd Street West). FURTHER that a non-refundable payment in 
the full amount plus GST and completion of purchase documents is 
required within 15 business days of the purchaser being notified of the 
decision. FURTHER that the purchase is AS IS, WHERE IS, including 
all faults and limitations and no access to the site will be allowed until 
closing. FURTHER, payment will be accepted by Bank Draft or E-
transfer only. Further, the purchaser is responsible to pay the 
equivalent of pro-rated municipal taxes for the 2024 taxation year. 

  
CARRIED 
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164-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
165-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
166-2024 

 
MOVED by Mayor Martin that the purchase offer of $5400 for Plan 
5043AV, Block 19, Lots 24-25 (102 3rd Avenue West) be accepted. 
FURTHER that a non-refundable payment in the full amount plus GST 
and completion of purchase documents is required within 15 business 
days of the purchaser being notified of the decision. FURTHER that 
the purchase is AS IS, WHERE IS, including all faults and limitations 
and no access to the site will be allowed until closing. FURTHER, 
payment will be accepted by Bank Draft or E-transfer only. Further, 
the purchaser is responsible to pay the equivalent of pro-rated 
municipal taxes for the 2024 taxation year.  

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Mayor Martin that the purchase offer of $4450 for Plan 
5043AV, Block 31, Lots 3-4 (316 2nd Avenue West) be accepted. 
FURTHER that a non-refundable payment in the full amount plus GST 
and completion of purchase documents is required within 15 business 
days of the purchaser being notified of the decision. FURTHER that 
the purchase is AS IS, WHERE IS, including all faults and limitations 
and no access to the site will be allowed until closing. FURTHER, 
payment will be accepted by Bank Draft or E-transfer only. Further, 
the purchaser is responsible to pay the equivalent of pro-rated 
municipal taxes for the 2024 taxation year.  

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the key messages be approved and 
FURTHER that both the key messages and media article be posted 
to the Village of Empress Website. 

CARRIED 
 

   

10. NEXT MEETING The next meeting is scheduled for August 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

   

11. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, Mayor Martin adjourned the meeting 
at 9:28 p.m. 
 

   

 

Dawna Martin 
____________________________________ 

Dawna Martin, Mayor 

Angela Duncan 
____________________________________ 
Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer 


