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PRESENT: Council:  Mayor Arlen Johnston 
     Deputy Mayor Dawna Martin 
     Councillor Kelly Burgess 
 

Administration: Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer (Via Zoom) 
Carrie Loose, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer  

 
Absent:  n/a 

 

                    Tama Tamara Ravenwood, Empress Resident & Business 

Owner 
    

Public at Large: 12 
 

 MOTION #  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Johnston called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

   

2. AGENDA 
112-2024 
 
 
 

 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the June 19, 2024 Agenda be 
adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

    

3. MINUTES 
113-2024 
 
 
 

 
MOVED by Mayor Johnston that May 15, 2024 Regular Council 
Meeting Minutes be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 

   

4. DELEGATIONS 
 
114-2024 
 
 
 
 

Tamara Ravenwood, Empress Resident & Business Owner 

 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the written submission and 
discussion with Tamara Ravenwood regarding the Land Use Bylaw 
rewrite be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 

   

5. REPORTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayor Johnston had no meetings to report. 
 

Deputy Mayor Martin reported on the following: 
Palliser Economic Partnership Annual General Meeting 

 
Councillor Burgess reported on the following: 

Acadia Foundation Meeting 

Delegations:  



 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB 

 

Page 2 of 6 

 

 
 
 
115-2024 
 
 
 
116-2024 
 
 
 
117-2024 
 
 
 
 
118-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
119-2024 
 
 
 
 

Big County Medical Dental Board Meeting 
2 Oyen and District Health Foundation Meetings 
 

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the Committee and Council reports, 
as verbally presented, be accepted, for information. 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the financial report, as 
presented in writing, be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the public works report, as 
presented in writing and verbally, be accepted for information. 
 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the development report, as 
presented in writing, be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 
Due to a disruption in the gallery, a member of the public was asked 
to leave the meeting. 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the Chief Administrative Officer 
report, as presented, in writing and verbally, by Chief Administrative 
Officer, Angela Duncan, be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 

   

6. INFORMATION AND 
CORRESPONDANCE 
120-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
121-2024 

 
 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the Village of Empress send the 
form letter provided by Member of Parliament Damien Kurek 
regarding the federal carbon tax and cost of living to Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau.   

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the following information and 
correspondence items be accepted for information: 
 

a) May 13, 2024 email from Alberta Municipalities President, Tyler 
Gandam, regarding their letter to Premier Smith clarifying 
information on provincial funding 

b) May 13, 2024 Letter from ATCO Electric regarding 2024 
Franchise Fees 

c) May 15, 2024 email from Palliser Economic Partnership 
regarding June meeting and Executive Board Nominations 
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d) May 20, 2024 letter from Municipal Affairs Minister, Ric McIver, 
regarding Bill 20: the Municipal Affairs Statutes Amendment Act  

e) May 21, 2024 letter from Municipal Affairs Minister, Ric McIver, 
regarding the Local Government Fiscal Framework 

f) Letter from Member of Parliament Damine Kurek regarding the 
carbon tax 

g) May 27, 2024 letter from Municipal Affairs regarding an 
upcoming Municipal Accountability Program Review 

h) June 10, 2024 email from Alberta Municipalities, on behalf of 
Alberta Culture, regarding Alberta Day 2024 

CARRIED 
 

   

7. OLD BUSINESS 
122-2024 
 
 
 
 
123-2024 

 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Leo Hensel be appointed as the 
Public Member of the Municipal Planning Commission until the 
October 2024 Village of Empress Organizational Meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the Land Use Bylaw Engagement 
Plan, prepared by Palliser Regional Municipal Services, be approved 
as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

   

8. NEW BUSINESS 
124-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
125-2024 
 

 
 
 
 

 
126-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the Memorandums of Agreement 
between His Majesty in Right of Alberta (Alberta Government) and the 
Village of Empress regarding the Local Government Fiscal 
Framework Capital and Operating Programs be signed and their 
execution authorized. 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin That motion 103-2024 “MOVED by 
Deputy Mayor Martin that amendments to Policy 12-10 Pension 
Participation Policy, be accepted as presented” be rescinded and 
further that the previous Pension Participation Policy remains in effect. 

 
CARRIED 

 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the FCSS funding request from 
the Empress and District Friendship Center be approved and 
FURTHER that further decisions regarding FCSS funding be 
postponed until the July Regular Council Meeting. 

CARRIED 
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127-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
128-2024 
 
 
 
 
129-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
130-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
131-2024 
 
 
 
 
132-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the presented Terms and 
Conditions of Sale for the 2024 Public Auction are hereby approved; 
FURTHER that the reserve bid at the 2024 Public Auction for 529 
Center Street (Plan 5043AV, Block 14, Lot 10) be set at $4595; 
FURTHER that pursuant to 553(1)(f) M.G.A., the addition of all tax 
recovery costs to the relevant rolls is hereby approved. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the information and discussion 
regarding a back-up generator at the firehall and public works shop be 
accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the Village of Empress does not 
object to a monument to mark the Alberta/Saskatchewan Border at 
the East end of 3rd Street, as per the request from the Empress and 
District Historical Society with the following conditions: 

• As the monument will be located in the Municipal District of Deer 
Forks, their permission must be obtained; 

• The Society is responsible to ensure all legal requirements are 
met; 

• The Society is responsible for the maintenance of the monument. 
 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the spray park hours be 
amended so that the spray park is open from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday and that the Spray Park will be closed on 
Monday and Tuesdays, except long weekends, when the park will 
remain open. 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that Bylaw 2024-04, being a Record 
Retention and Disposition Bylaw for the Village of Empress, be given 
first reading as amended.  

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that additional overtime is authorized 
for administrative office staff to go through Village of Empress records 
and files to organize them. 

CARRIED 
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133-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
134-2024 
 
 
 
 
135-2024 
 
 
 

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the Village of Empress 
Administration Office be closed to the public on Wednesdays, but will 
remain open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. 
until 12 noon and from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. on a temporary basis 
until the end of September with the caveat that ATB does not object 
to the closure. 

CARRIED 
 

MOVED by Mayor Johnston the discussion regarding the use of 
Taxervice for managing tax arrears be accepted for information. 
 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the discussion regarding the 
110-year anniversary parade be accepted for information. 

CARRIED 
 

   

9. CLOSED SESSION 
 
136-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
137-2024 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting recessed from 9:03 until 9:15 p.m. 
 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that pursuant to section 197(2) of 
the Municipal Government Act, that Council go into a closed meeting 
session at 8:54 p.m. p.m. to discuss the following:  
 

a) Agenda items 8.m. through 8.o – disclosure harmful to economic 
interests of a public body, FOIPP Act Section 25 

b) Resident Concern regarding previous CAO – disclosure harmful 
to personal privacy, FOIPP Act Section 17 

c) Sale of 1980s hospital - disclosure harmful to economic interests 
of a public body, FOIPP Act Section 25 

d) Wildwillow administration contract 6-month review – confidential 
evaluations, FOIPP Act Section 19. 

CARRIED 
 

Present in Closed Session: 
Mayor Johnston 
Deputy Mayor Martin 
Councillor Burgess 
CAO Duncan (absent from 9:41 p.m. until 9:53 p.m.) 
Assistant CAO Loose (left at 9:53 p.m.) 

 
MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Council come out of closed 
session at 10:38 p.m. 

CARRIED 
 
The meeting recessed from 10:38 until 10:40 p.m. 
 



 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB 

 

Page 6 of 6 

 

138-2024 
 
 
 
 
139-2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
140-2024 
 
 
 
 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin the withdrawal of the offer on 625 1st 
Street W (Plan 5043AV, Block 16, Lots 7-10) be accepted. 
 

CARRIED 
 
MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the purchase offer of $8000 will 
be accepted for the purchase of two parcels - Plan 5043AV, Block 30, 
Lots 9-10 (301 2nd Avenue W) and Plan 5043AV, Block 30, Lots 7-8 
(305 2nd Avenue West). FURTHER that a non-refundable payment in 
the full amount plus GST and completion of purchase documents is 
required within 15 business days of the purchaser being notified of the 
decision. FURTHER that the purchase is AS IS, WHERE IS, including 
all faults and limitations and no access to the site will be allowed until 
closing. FURTHER, payment will be accepted by Bank Draft or E-
transfer only. Further, the purchaser is responsible to pay the 
equivalent of pro-rated municipal taxes for the 2024 taxation year. 

  
CARRIED 

 
MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the purchase offer of $4900 for Plan 
5043AV, Block 31, Lots 1-2 (320 2nd Avenue W) be accepted. 
FURTHER that a non-refundable payment in the full amount plus GST 
and completion of purchase documents is required within 15 business 
days of the purchaser being notified of the decision. FURTHER that 
the purchase is AS IS, WHERE IS, including all faults and limitations 
and no access to the site will be allowed until closing. FURTHER, 
payment will be accepted by Bank Draft or E-transfer only. Further, 
the purchaser is responsible to pay the equivalent of pro-rated 
municipal taxes for the 2024 taxation year.  

CARRIED 

   

10. NEXT MEETING The next meeting is scheduled for July 17, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

   

11. ADJOURNMENT As there was no further business, Mayor Johnston adjourned the 
meeting at 10:45 p.m. 
 

   

 

    Dawna Martin 
____________________________________ 

Dawna Martin, Mayor 

Angela Duncan 
____________________________________ 
Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer 


