
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday,May 15, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB

PRESENT: Council:

Administration:

Absent:

Delegations:

Public at Large:

Mayor Arlen Johnston
Deputy Mayor Dawna Martin
Councillor Kelly Burgess

Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer
Carrie Loose, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer
Shelley Vaughan, Chief Financial Officer (Via Zoom until
8:15 p.m.)

n/a

Jonathan Schwartz, Empress Resident (6:33 until 6:40)

TracyWoitenko, Senior Planner, Palliser Regional Municipal
Services (6:40 until 7:23)

12

1.

2.

3.

4.

MOTION #
CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA
079-2024

MINUTES
080-2024

081-2024

DELEGATIONS

082-2024

Mayor Johnston called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the May 15, 2024 Agenda be
adopted as presented.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that April 17, 2024 Regular Council
Meeting Minutes be approved as presented.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that April 30, 2024 Special Council
Meeting Minutes be approved as presented.

CARRIED

Jonathan Schwartz, Empress Resident (6:33 until 6:40)

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the discussion with Jonathan
Schwartz regarding his proposed lot purchase and development be
accepted for information.

CARRIED
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5.

083-2024

REPORTS

084-2024

085-2024

086-2024

087-2024

088-2024

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the discussion with Tracy
Woitenko, Senior Planner, Palliser Regional Municipal Services,
regarding Empress' Land Use Bylaw rewrite be accepted for
information

CARRIED

Mayor Johnston had no meetings to report.

Deputy Mayor Martin reported on the following:
Alberta Municipalities Webinar regarding the Alberta Governments
proposed Bill 20

Councillor Burgess reported on the following:
Acadia Foundation Meeting
2 Big County Medical Dental Board Meetings
2 Medical Dental Board recruiting meetings
Oyen Health Foundation Meeting

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the Committee and Council
reports, as verbally presented, be accepted, for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the financial report, as presented
verbally and in writing, by Chief Financial Officer, Shelley Vaughan,
be accepted for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the public works report, as
presented in writing, be accepted for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the development report, as
presented in writing, be accepted for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the Chief Administrative Officer
report, as presented, in writing and verbally, by Chief Administrative
Officer, Angela Duncan, be accepted for information.

CARRIED

This space left intentionally blank.
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INFORMATION AND
CORRESPONDANCE

6.

7.

8.

089-2024

090-2024

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
091-2024

092-2024

093-2024

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that a letter of acknowledgement be
sent to Jeff Meidl with EZ Street Asphalt regarding the cold patch
asphalt he donated to the Village.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the following information and
correspondence items be accepted for information:

a) Letter from Palliser Regional Municipal Services and Park
Enterprises regarding inspection agency for safety codes
services.

b) May 2, 2024 email from Marigold Library System regarding
Marigold Library System Information.

c) Marigold Library System 2023 Annual Report
d) Marigold Library System, 2023 Value of Your Investment Report
e) Marigold Library System, Notes to Council, April 20, 2024
f) April 30, 2024 letter from That's Empressive
g) April 22, 2024 email from ATCO regarding the ATCO Community

Energy Fund
h) April 15, 2024 letter from ATCO regarding 2024 Franchise Fees
i) May 9, 2024 email, key messages and power point from Alberta

Municipalities regarding Bi1120's changes to the MGA and LAEA.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Bylaw 2024-03, Municipal

Planning Commission Bylaw, be given ISt reading as presented.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that Bylaw 2024-03, Municipal Planning
Commission Bylaw, be given 2nd reading as presented.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that unanimous consent be given to

consider 3rd reading of Bylaw 2024-03.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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094-2024

095-2024

096-2024

097-2024

098-2024

099-2024

100-2024

101-2024

VIII. OF
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Wednesday, May 15, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that Bylaw 2024-03, Municipal Planning
Commission Bylaw, be given 3rdand final reading as presented.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the proposal for the sewer system
collection assessment from MPE Engineering, in the amount of
$22,000 be approved and execution authorized.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the Village office be closed the
morning of June 18, to reopen at 1 p.m. and all day on June 20 to

allow administrative staff to attend virtual development officer training
sessions being hosted by Palliser Regional Municipal Services.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that agenda items 8.d, 8.e, and 8.f be
tabled until closed session.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that that the Acknowledgement of
Consultation from Corporal Morozoff, Officer in Charge of the Oyen
RCMP Detachment, be accepted for information and further that the

CAO is authorized to sign
CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the correspondence regarding
the Alberta Municipalities Summer Municipal Leaders Caucus be
accepted for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that a letter be sent to the property

owners mentioned in the resident complaint letter received on April 12
requesting that they clean up their properties to meet the standards
required by Bylaw 2013-04, Nuisances and Unsightly Premises
Bylaw.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that in honour of the past, present and
future contributions of the seniors of this community and throughout
Alberta, Empress hereby declares June 3-9, 2024 to be Seniors' Week
in the Village of Empress.

CARRIED
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9.

102-2024

103-2024

104-2024

105-2024

CLOSED SESSION

106-2024

107-2024

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that amendments to Policy 23-03,
Hours of Work Policy, be accepted with the following amendment:

Banked overtime will not be required to be paid until it has been
banked for 6 months (was previously 3 months).

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that amendments to Policy 12-10,
Pension Participation Policy, be accepted as presented.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the information and discussion
regarding a potential water conservation and restriction bylaw be
accepted as for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that Angela Duncan be appointed
Director for the Village of Empress for the purpose of access with the
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) for information purposes, to file
information, and to make account changes and FURTHER that she
be authorized to authorize further representatives on the CRA
account.

CARRIED

The meeting recessed from 8:43 until 8:54 p.m.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that pursuant to section 197(2) of
the Municipal Government Act, that Council go into a closed meeting
session at 8:54 p.m. p.m. to discuss the following:

a) Purchase offers on 416 ISt Street E, 220 3rd SteetW, 618 Center
Street, and 319 3rd Street W — disclosure harmful to economic
and other interests of a Public Body, FOIPP Act Section 25

b) Village owned properties — disclosure harmful to economic and
other interests of a Public Body, FOIPP Act Section 25.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Council come out of closed

session at 10:19 p.m.
CARRIED

The meeting recessed from 10:19 until 10:20 p.m.
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10.

11.

108-2024

109-2024

1 10-2024

1 11-2024

NEXT MEETING

ADJOURNMENT

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Chief Administrative Officer,
Angela Duncan, negotiate as per the Council discussion, regarding
the purchase offer on 220 3rd Street West (Plan 5043AV, Block 22,

Lots 29-30)
CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the offer of $6500 will be accepted
for the purchase of Plan 5043AV, Block 30, Lots 13-15 (319 3rd Street
W) and the offer of $4500 will be accepted for the purchase of Plan
5043AV, Block 6, Lots 5-6 (618 Center Street). FURTHER that a non-
refundable payment in the full amount plus GST and completion of
purchase documents is required within 15 business days of the
purchaser being notified of the decision. FURTHER that the purchase
is AS IS, WHERE IS, including all faults and limitations and no access
to the site will be allowed until closing. FURTHER, payment will be
accepted by Bank Draft or E-transfer only. Further, the purchaser is
responsible to pay the equivalent of pro-rated municipal taxes for the
2024 taxation year.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the purchase offer for Plan 5043AV,
Block 30, Lots 13-15 (319 3rd Street W) be declined as it was lower
than another offered received by Council for the same lot.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the proposed contract for the
purchase of 416 ISt Street E (Plan 5043AV, Block 3, Lots 11-44) be
approved and its execution authorized and FURTHER that the second
offer received for this property be declined at this time as it was a lower
purchase price.

CARRIED

The next meeting is scheduled for June 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

As there was no further business, Mayor Johnston adjourned the
meeting at 10:24 p.m.

Arlen Johnston, Mayor

Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer
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