
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB

PRESENT: Council:

Administration:

Absent:

Delegations:

Public at Large:

Mayor Arlen Johnston
Deputy Mayor Dawna Martin
Councillor Kelly Burgess

Angela Duncan, Chief Administrative Officer (via Zoom)
Shelley Vaughan, Chief Financial Officer (Via Zoom until
8:45 p.m.)

Tamara Ravenwood, Office Assistant
Wendy Wildman, Municipal Advisor (Via Zoom)

n/a

Patrick Boyd, MPE, Village Engineer —

Replacement (6:35 p.m. until 7:10 p.m.)

12

Water Reservoir

2.

3.

4.

5.

MOTION #
CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA
014-2024

MINUTES
015-2024

DELEGATIONS
016-2024

REPORTS

Mayor Johnston called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the February 21 , 2024 Agenda
be adopted with the following amendment:

Addition: 8.h) March Regular Council Meeting date
CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the January 17, 202 Regular Council
Meeting Minutes be approved as presented.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the discussion with Patrick

Boyd, MPE and Village Engineer, regarding the Water Reservoir
Replacement Project be accepted for information.

CARRIED

Mayor Johnston reported on the following meetings:
Alberta Municipalities LGFF Webinar
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017-2024

018-2024

019-2024

OF

avpfccc
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, February 21 , 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB

Deputy Mayor Martin had no meetings to report.

Councillor Burgess reported on the following meetings:
Big Country Medical Dental Center (BCMDC), January 25, 2024
Refocusing Health Care in Alberta, January 26, 2024
Palliser Triangle Health Advisory Council, February 13, 2024
Acadia Foundation, February 20, 2024
Clean Energy Improvement Program Workshop, February 21,
2024

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the Committee and Council reports,
as verbally presented, be accepted, for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the financial report, as verbally

presented by Chief Financial Officer, Shelley Vaughan, be accepted
for information.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the Chief Administrative Officer

report, as presented, in writing and verbally, by Chief Administrative
Officer, Angela Duncan, be accepted for information.

CARRIED

6. INFORMATION AND
CORRESPONDANCE
020-2024 MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the following information and

correspondence items be accepted for information:
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

January 15, 2024 correspondence from ATCO regarding 2023
Franchise Fees
January 19, 2024 email and power point presentation from
Alberta Municipalities President, Tyler Gandam, regarding the

Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) and the need for
increased funding
January 24, 2024 letter from the Palliser Economic Partnership
regarding the future of Regional Economic Development
Alliances (REDAs) and their funding model
January 26, 2024 email from MNP (Village Auditor) and
attached 2023 Audit Service Plan: Report to Council
January 31, 2024 email from Alberta Municipalities President,
Tyler Gandam, regarding 2024 ABmunis resolution deadline
Invitation to participate in the Palliser Triangle Health Advisory
Council meeting on February 13, 2024
January 27, 2024 Marigold Library System Notes to Council

CARRIED
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7.

8.

OLD BUSINESS
021-2024

022-2024

023-2024

024-2024

NEW BUSINESS
025-2024

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the change of scope for the

Water Reservoir Replacement project to include chlorine and
Manganese Analyzers, a chorine injector, and an emergency back-up
power system at the pump house be approved and FURTHER that
Village of Empress move forward with detailed design of the Water
Reservoir Replacement Project to be funded with AMVVWP grant
funds at 75% and the remaining 25% from either reserves or MSI-C
grant funding, to be determined.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the load test at the Firehall/Public

Works Shop be done again, under the supervision of the Empress Fire
Chief and FURTHER that a load test be done at the water system
pump house, under the supervision of a Village Water Operator, and
that the results be brought back to Council at a later date.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the discussion regarding the
Draft 2024 Operating and Capital Budget be accepted for information
and FURTHER that the Draft Budget be brought back to the next
Council meeting for further review and discussion.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that the Village of Empress writes a letter
of support to the Empress and District Fine Arts Society for their
Community Facility Enhancement Project (CFEP) Grant application

for the Community Hall Rehabilitation Project and FURTHER confirms
that the Village is contributing $237,907 to the project with $150,000
coming from MSI-C and $87,907 coming from CCBF grant funds and
FURTHER that the Society is responsible to ensure that all the

requirements of the CFEP grant are met.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that the information and discussion
regarding the 2024 Alberta Municipalities Spring Municipal Leaders
Caucus be accepted for information.

CARRIED
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026-2024

027-2024

028-2024

029-2024

030-2024

031-2024

032-2024

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Councillor Burgess be
appointed to the Marigold Library System Board as the representative
for the Village of Empress and that a letter be forwarded to the
Marigold Library Board informing them of the appointment and
FURTHER that the Empress Library Board be copied on the letter.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the Marigold Library System
requisition rates of $6.59/capita in 2025 and $6.75/capita in 2026 for
the Village of Empress be approved and further that the

correspondence be forwarded to the Empress Library Board for
approval, with a recommendation from the Village that the Library
Board approve the requisition rates of $4.50/capita in 2025 and
$4.50/capita in 2026.

CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that permission be granted for a
village resident, as per the emailed request, to holding a casting
ceremony in Peter Fidler Park, for the purpose of scattering his
remains to the wind, upon his passing, and further that there be no
time-limit to this request.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the payment of two invoices to

Bruce's Sewer Service, in the amount of $5754, for the emergency
clearing of two sewer lines, owing to two sewer back-ups on January
26, 2024, be approved.

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that Administration be approved to

spend emergency funds related to sewer back-ups, originating on
Village owned sewer pipes, without prior approval of Council, to a
maximum of $10,000, and further, that any such spending be reported
to Council at the next Regular Council Meeting.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Martin that the correspondence and discussion
regarding the ATCO Multiplier Program for streetlight conversion be
accepted for information.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that

discussion regarding Federation of

Membership be accepted for information.

CARRIED

the correspondence and
Canadian Municipalities

CARRIED
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

Held in Council Chambers at #6-3rd Avenue W, Empress, AB

9.

10.

11.

033-2024

CLOSED SESSION
034-2024

035-2024

NEXT MEETING

ADJOURNMENT

MOVED by Councillor Burgess that the next Regular Council Meeting
be moved from Wednesday March 20, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. to Tuesday
March 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at the Village of Empress Council
Chambers.

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Johnston that, Pursuant to section 197(2) of the

Municipal Government Act, that Council go into a closed meeting
session at 9:07 p.m. to discuss the following:

a) Legal — Solicitor Client Privilege (FOIPP Act Section 27) —

Gravel Pit
b) Confidential Evaluations (FOIPP Act Section 19) — CAO

and Administration Contract review
CARRIED

The meeting recessed from 9:07 p.m. until 9:14 p.m. to allow the
public to leave.

The following individuals were present for the closed meeting session:
Arlen Johnston
Dawna Martin
Kelly Burgess
Angela Duncan (Via Zoom)
Tamara Ravenwood
Wendy Wildman (Via Zoom)

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Martin that Council come out of closed
meeting session at 9:58 p.m.

CARRIED

The meeting recessed from 9:58 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. to allow any public
to re-join the meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.

As there was no further business, Mayor Johnston adjourned the

meeting at 10:00 p.m.
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Arlen Johnston, Mayor

A ea Dun n, Chief ministrative cer
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